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To o astet\ovpevo Balaootlo
OnAaoTtiko omyv Evpwrm

The most threatened marine
mammal in Europe

‘Evag JUKpOg aplOpog
(17-20 aropa) ouv omv Konpo

A small number (17-20 individuals)
live in Cyprus

To o ontavio ano ta 33 €idn
PWKLAG TTOU UTTAPXOUV GTOV KOO0

The rarest out of 33 species of seals
that exist in the world

© Xapng NikoAaouv/ Haris Nicolaou
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H peocoyeiakn pwkKa
The Mediterranean monk seal
Monachus monachus

H peooyslakn @wkla €ivat to mo onavio £idog
arto ta 33 €ldn PWKLAG TTOU UTTAPXOUV OTOV KOGHO.
JUYKATAAEYETAL OTNV  KOKKvn Alota tou IUCN
(International Union for Conservation of Nature) ue
TA 7O AItEAOUMEVA €i8N WG «Kvduvebov» €i60¢ Kat
Oswpeital To urt’ aplOpodyV éva anst\oVpeVo BaAAoGLo
OnAaotikdo otnv Eupwrm. O mAnBuoudg g otn
Meaooyelo avépxetal yUpw ota 700 atopa, €k Twv
omoiwv Ta Mod {ouv otn Oaldoola TEPLOXN TNG
EANGSag. Ttnv KUmpo eKTIaTal Twg UITapXouV YUpw
ota 17 - 20 atopa.

Armnotelel éva amo Ta HeyaAUTEpA €idn QWKLAG OTOV
KOOMO, PE HUEYIOTO UNKOG YUpw oTta 2,5 HETpa, Kal
Quyilel mepimou 300 kAG. Ta eviAika apoevika sivat
KOTA UECO OPO EAAPPWC MEYAAUTEPA ATTO TA EVAAIKA
OnAuka. Ta Vo pUAa mapouactalouy SLAPOPES OTOV
XPWHATIOUO TOU TPLXWHATOG TOuG: Ta apoevika eival
okoUpa YKpL N1 Havpa HE eudlakpltm daompn KnAida
oV Ko\, VW Ta ONAUKA p@avi{ouV XpwHATIOUOUG
Ao KaPE-UIted KAl YKPL-AOMNUL UE TILO AVOLXTOXPWLES
KOWLEG. To €idog umopei va {nost puéxpt ta 40 mepimou
Xpovia.

EVNAIKN apOEVIKN MECOYELAKN PWKLA
Adult male Mediterranean monk seal

The Mediterranean monk seal is the rarest out of the
33 species of seals that exist in the world. It is listed
in the IUCN Red List as an "Endangered" species and
is considered the most threatened marine mammal
in Europe. Its population in the Mediterranean is
estimated to be about 700 individuals, half of which
live in the marine region of Greece. It is estimated that
around 17-20 individuals live in Cyprus.

It is considered one of the largest species of seals in
the world, with a maximum length of about 2.5 meters,
and weighs about 300 kg. Adult males are on average
slightly larger than adult females. The two sexes present
differences in their colour, with the males being dark
gray or black with a distinct white patch on their belly,
and the females being brown-beige and gray-silver with
lighter coloured bellies. The species can live up to 40
years.

EviAkn OnNAUKN HECOYELAKY PWKLA
Adult female Mediterranean monk seal

Neapr) ONAUKY LECOYELAKY) (WKL
Young female Mediterranean monk seal

Neoy£vvntn HECOYELAKT] QWKL
Newborn Mediterranean monk seal




H ¢pwkia Monachus monachus tpépetal pe Papla onweg
MITapUITOUVLA, YOTIEG KAl KEQPAAOUG, EVW TA XTAOdLa
arote oLy, emiong, HEYAAO 1T0000TO TNG SLATPOPNG
™G Mropel va katadubesi oe BaBog HéEXPL Kal
200 pETPa, eV £XEL TNV IKAVOTNTA va KAAUWPEL
KOAUMTTWVTAG EYANEG ATTOOTACELG OE UIKPO XPOVIKO
Staotnua. Tng apéoel n AMOMOVWOT Kadl | nouxia
Kat €XeL dlaitepn mpoTipnom oTig Bpaxwdslg Kat
SUoTPOOLTEG AKTEG Kal Ta Oalaoaoia armAata. Av Kat
TOV MeYaAUTEpO Xpovo {wng tng (el oto Baldoolo
TePLBAAAOV, XPNOLUOTOLEL Ta Xepoaia evdlatnuata
1600 Yla avamauon 000 Kal yld va YEVVIOEL Kal va
YaAouxnoel Ta HIKpA TG Q¢ €Kk ToUTOU 1M Umapén
TETOWV XEPOAiWV EVOLATNUATWY O MULA TIEPLOXN
Oswpeltal oNUAVTIKOC TapayovTag yia v emnpiwon
ToU £idoug Kkal Kat' eméktaon xpnlouv npootaciag.

Monachus monachus feeds on fish, such as mullets,
bogues and striped grey mullets while octopuses
constitute a major part of its diet. It can dive to depths
of up to 200 meters, and has the ability to swim over
long distances in a rather short period of time. It has a
special preference for sea caves, rocky and inaccessible
coasts and likes isolation and quietness. Although it
spends most of its lifetime in the marine environment,
it uses terrestrial habitats for resting, pup bearing and
nurturing its young ones. Consequently, the existence
of such terrestrial habitats in an area is considered to be
an important factor for the survival of the species and
they should, therefore, be protected.

EVNAIKN QpOEVIKY) LECOYELOKY (WKL
Adult male Mediterranean monk seal

©Xapnc Nucohdou/ Haris Nicqlagu
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Mpoypappa rapakoAovOnomng Kat Epguva

Monitoring Programme and Research

To Tunua Aleiag kat @alaooiwv Epsuvwyv (TAGE), oto
mAaiolo TTpooTaciag TNG LECOYELAKNG PWKLAG, €XEL Oe-
OTlloEL OLAdA TTOU UAOTTOLEL TTPOYPALLA TTIAPAKOAOUONONG
TOOO Yld TOV TANOUCO TNG 000 KAl YA TNV avayvwpeLlom
Kal KaTaypa®n Twy moavwy evélarmuatwy ™e. H opdada
auTY) artapTideTal amo eEelSIKEUUEVO TTPOOWTTIKO Tou TAOE
Kal Tou Yroupyeiou lewpyiag, AypoTtikng Avamtuing Kat
MepBailovtog. To mpoypapupa TEPIANAUPBAVEL ETIOKEPELG
og Baldaoola ormAata otV aktoypapun g Kumpou kat
Kataypaen g napouciag/ anouaciag wkiag, Kabwg
KOl TUXOV ONMAdLWwV XpYong NG OINALAG armd (PWKIEG
(rtx. txvn, TEPITTWMATA, XOPAKTNPLOTIKY) £VTOVT] LUPWSLA
K.ATT.). EmutpdoBeta, o tonoBeoisg mmou Kpivovtal onua-
VTIKEG Yla TNV €V AOYW TtapakoAouBnon torobetolvtal
ELOIKEG KAMEPES VIO TUVEXY) TTAPAKOAOUON oM TOU €idoug.
INHelwvVeTAlL TwG oto TAGE tnpeital Baon dedopévwy
OTTOU OMUELWVOVTAL BEATELG TNG PWKLAG YUPW ATIO TO
vnol Kal Kataypd@ovTtal oTo apXEio mapatnprnoswy
(sighting records), kaOwg emiong 0 aplOUoOg Kal n IepLoxn
YEVVNOEWV avd €T0G.

In the framework of the protection of the Mediterra-
nean monk seal, the Department of Fisheries and
Marine Research (DFMR) has established a group that
implements the national monitoring programme both
for the species population and for the identification
and recording of its potential habitats. This group
comprises specialised staff from the DFMR and the
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Envi-
ronment. The monitoring programme includes visits
to sea caves along the coastline of Cyprus, recording
of the presence / absence of seals, as well as any signs
of usage of the caves by the seals (e.g. traces, faeces,
characteristic strong smell, etc.). Additionally, in areas
that are considered important for the monitoring,
special cameras are being placed for the continuous
monitoring of the species. It is noted that a database is
maintained by the DFMR, recording the seal sightings
around the island, as well as the number and area of
births per year.



Katda m dudpkela twv etwv 1997, 2005-2006
kat 2011-2012 vlomomOnkav tpia e€stdikeu-
HEVA EPEUVNTIKA TIPOYPAULATA YIA TOV EVTIO-
TIUOUO TOAVWY XEPOAIWY EVSIAITNUATWY TNG
LECOYELAKNG PWKLAG KABWG KAl YOl EVTOTIOMO
atopwWV NG, o€ ouvepyaoia pe v EAANvIkn
Etapeia yia ™ MeAétn kat Mpootacia g
Meooyetakng Owkiag (Mom). Zvppwva e ta
supnuata, Oaldcola ormmAata tou Bpiokovtal
otV neploxn tou Akdapa kat tou Kapo Mkpéko
(reploxég mou avnkouyv ato diktuo Natura 2000)
@alivetal va armoteAouV KataAAnAa evdlatmpata
yla TN @wKla. EmutAéoy, mpayuatonowmnke Ka-
Taypagy) 6aAdcolwy ormAdiwy TNV MApAaKTLa
mieploxn ™G Agpeool ald Kat TG AUUOXWOTOU
Kal emBeBalWONKE 1 Tapouaia NG LECOYELAKNG
QWKLAG OTLG EV AOYW TIEPLOXEG.

JUYKeKpPLUEVA, 17 kaTtaAAnAa Katapuyla Kata-
YPAEMNKAV Kal XapToypa@ninkav ota JTapaKktia
vdata ¢ Kumpou (Nicolaou et al. 2019) (BA.
xaptn A kat B):

Oaldoaola ormAdadta Ta oroia armote\oUV Kal V-
SlaiTtna NG LECOYELAKNG PUKLAG ETUAEXONKAV
YlO. QUTELKOVLOT) TOUG O€ TPLOSLACTATOUG XAPTES
(3D) artd EUTELPOYVWOVEG OTO TAALOLO UAOTTOI-
nong g Zuppaong tou TAGE «Xaptoypapnon
kat a§lohoynon twv Aiadiwy Moaosdwviag Kat
AAAWYV ONUAVTIKWY BAAATCLWY OIKOTOTIWVY KATW
and v Eupwraiky Odnyia twv OlkoTomwy
(92/43/EOK), ota nmapaktia vdata g Kumpou»
(Ap. 19/2018) (BAéme xaptn C).

Méow Tou TPOYPAUUATOG TAPAKOAOUONONG TOU
€160U¢, KABWG Kal TOU APXEIOU TTAPATNPTIOEWY,
Slamotwvetat avénon otov MANOUCUO TNG Ue-
OOYELaKNG @wKlag otnv Kompo amo to 2010
oTav eKTIUNMONKE MwG 0 MANOUCUOG TNG NTAV
YUpw ota 7-10 atoua. To 2022 o TAnOUGUOG
™G eKTIHaTal YUpw ota 17-20 dtoua.

INUAVTIKO gUpnua armoteAel kat n eEakpifwon
TIAE0V NG AVATTAPAYWYLKNG Spaatnplotntag TG
LECOYELAKNG PWKLAG OTO VNOiL HE TNV TPpWIN
avaka\umn veoyvou (WKLAG O€ [ia ano TiG Ba-
AAooleg OTNALEG TOU vnolou, Tov NoguBplo Tou
2011. Ektote, mapatnpnOnkav cuxva Kat AAAEG
YEVVNOELG Kal, WG €K TOUTOU, eMIBERALWVETAL
avanmapaywyilkn dpactnplotnta tg Monachus
monachus oty Kiumpo kabwg Kat ) xpron Twv
BaAdcolwyv oTMAaiwV Tou YNGCLoU Ao auTny OxL
HOVO Yla 0KOTTIOUG avVAmauaon g aAAd Kat yla tnv
avamapaywyn tou eidoug. Emopévwg, n mpoaota-
ola Twv evaLAITNUATWY Tou KpiveTal eEaIpETIKA
ONMAVTIKN Yla TV emiBiwon tou idoug.
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EVIAIKN QpOEVIKY) LECOYELAKY) (PWKLA
Adult male Mediterranean monk seal

© Avtwvng Maprnidtrag/ Antonis Parpottas

'

Sea caves that are suitable habitat for the Med-
siterranean seal.were selected for visualisation
on 3D maps by experts, in the context of the
implementation of the DFMR’s Public Contract
"Mapping and evaluation of the Posidonia
meadows and other important marine habitats
under the European Habitats Directive (92/43
/EEC), in the coastal waters of Cyprus" (No.
19/2018) (see Map C).

Through the monitoring programme of the spe-
cies, as well as the record of observations, an
increase in the population of the Mediterranean
Seal in Cyprus has been observed since 2010
when it was estimated that its population was
around 7-10 individuals. In 2022.it'is estimated
at 17-20 individuals.

An important finding is¢the confirmation of
the reproductive activity of the Mediterranean
Monk Seal on the island, with the first discovery
of a newborn seal in one of the island’s sea
caves in November 2011. Since then, other
births have been frequently observed and
therefore it is confirmed that the Monachus
monachus breeds in Cyprus and it uses the
island's sea caves not only for resting but also
for reproduction. Consequently, the protection
of its habitat is considered extremely important
for the survival of the species.

The protection of its habitat is extremely
important for the survival of the species.
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Loss and degradation of monk seal
habitats

Urbanisation of the immediately adjacent
to its habitat areas

Tourism/recreational pressures through
various leisure activities

Overfishing that reduces its food and
negatively affects the species as a result

Conservation measures

Avapeoa ota HETpa Slatnpnong Kat mpootaciag tou
eidoug oV Kurmnpo spapuolovral Spacelg omwg:

e Evtain TwV ONUAVTIKOTEPWY EVOLAITNUATWY
NG UECOYELAKNG PWKLAG OF TIPOOTATEUOUEVEG
Oaldooleg neploxeg Tou Siktuou Natura 2000.

e  O¢formion Oaldoolwy MNpooTATEVOUEVWV
Meproxwv (OIIM) kat avtioTowVv AlAXELPLOTIKWY
2xebiwv / Métpwy, 1e Yroupyikd Alatayuata
péow Ttou mepl Aheiag Nopou kat Kavoviopwy.

e Y)Aortoinom Tou MPoypAUUATOS TapakoAouonong
LE TNV KATAYPAPT) ONUAVTIKWY OTOLXEIWV TTOU
agopouV N Bloloyia Tou eidoug otnv Kumpo.

e  Xaptoypdapnon Kat mapakoloubnon /
a§loAOYNOoN TWV ONUAVTIKWY EVOLALITNATWV.

e  ApaoTtnploTNTEG ATOKATACTAONG TWV
evolalTNUATWV: T.X. KaBaplopog Oaldooiwy
ormAaiwy, endlopbwon opoPng Oaldoaclou
OTINAQUOU TTOU €iXE KATAPPEVUOEL K. AT,

e  Apdoslg evnUEPwaNG, TTEPLBAANOVTIKNAG
ekmaidevong kal evalcONTOTTOINONG TOU KOLvoUu.

EykataleAeippéva Siktua og ormAa TInALA pe ETpeAdika amopAnTa
Abandoned fishing nets found in a cave Qil spill residues (oil tar) found in a cave The same cave after the clean-up

Among the conservation and protection measures of
the species in Cyprus, actions are being implemented,
such as:

° Inclusion of the most important habitats of the
Mediterranean monk seal in protected marine
areas of the Natura 2000 network.

° Establishment of Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs) and corresponding Management Plans /
Measures, with Ministerial Decrees through the
Fisheries Law and Regulations.

° Implementation of the monitoring programme
with the recording of important data concerning
the biology of the species in Cyprus.

° Mapping and monitoring / assessment of its
important habitats.

° Habitat restoration activities e.g. sea caves
clean-up activities, restoration of a collapsed
ceiling of an important sea cave, etc.

° Information, environmental education and
public awareness activities.

H ormnAa peta tov kabaplopo



NopoOetiko nmaioto
Legal framework

H peooyelakn @wkia mpootateveTal anod to 1971 ano tov nepi Alteiag Nopo (KED. 135) kat Kavoviopoug 1990 (Reg. No.
273/90). Erunpdobeta, n @wkia Monachus monachus nepi\appavetat oto Mapdptnua Il Tou MpwtdkoAou tng ZupBaong
™¢ Bapkehwvng to omoio apopd Edika Mpootateuopeveg Meploxeg kat tn Blohoyikn) Mowihopoppia tng Meooyeiou, To
oroio 1 Kumpog enikUpwoe pe tov Nopo No. 20(111)/2001.

H peocoyelakn gwkia Beswpeital eidog mpotepatdtnrag (Mapapmua 1) omyv Eupwraikn Odnyia twv Okotonwv
(92/43/EOK), kal yla tn dlatrnpno) TnG anmatteital o xapaktnplopog Eldikwy Zwvwyv Alatpnong. H ev Aoyw Odnyia €xet
UeTa@epOEei otV €OVIKY) vopoBeaia to 2003 pe tov Nopo yia tnv Mpootacia kat Alaxeipton g Pvong Kat tng Ayplag
Zwng No. 153(1)/2003. Inpewwvetal 6tL oTo mAaiolo g ev Adyw vouoOeaiag éxel cuotadei to Aiktuo Natura 2000 otnv
Kormpo.

Mépa armd TV 1o MAvw £OVIKT, TIEPLPEPELAKT KAl KOWVOTIKN VOUOBETIa, UTTAPXEL KAl UL OELPA artO AAAEG SlaTAgelg g
vouoBeaiag yla v aleia mou oxetidovral EUUEca e TNV MPOOTACIA TNG KLECOYELAKNG PWKLAG OTIWG 1) ATTAYOPEUOT
XPNOMNG EKPNKTIKWY, TA LETPA SLAXEIPLONG TWV AALEUTIKWY TTOPWYV, SLAITEPA OL TIEPLOPLOUOL OTNV AALEUTIKN TPOOTIAOELq,
Ol EMOXLaKOL Tteploplopol ota dixtua pe puBULION o BAB0OG vEPOU PEYAAUTEPO TWV 5 HETPWYV, KAELOTEG Tepiodol yla Tnv
aAlela e TPATEG K.ATL.

The Mediterranean monk seal in Cyprus has been protected since 1971 under the Fisheries Law (CAP 135) and Regulations
made up to 1990 (Reg. No. 273/90). Moreover, Monachus monachus is included in the Annex Il of the Protocol concerning
Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity (SPA Protocol) of the Barcelona Convention, which Cyprus ratified with
the Law No. 20(111)/2001.

Monk seals are a Priority species (Annex Il) in the European Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and the designation of Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs) is required for their conservation. The Habitat Directive has been transposed into national
legislation in 2003 with the Law on the Protection and Management of Nature and Wildlife (153(1)/2003). It is noted that
the Natura 2000 Network in Cyprus has been set up under this Law.

Apart from the above national, regional and EU legislation, there are a number of other provisions in the fisheries legislation
that are indirectly relevant to the protection of the Mediterranean monk seal, such as prohibitions on the use of explosives,
fish resource management measures, especially those concerning the limitations to fishing effort, seasonal restrictions on
nets setting at water depth less than 5 m, closed seasons for trawling etc.
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What to do if you encounter a monk seal?

2m 6alacoa:

° Mnv navikoBAANECTE KAl PNV KAVETE ATTOTOMES KIVNOELG.

° Mnv npoomabnoeTe va TNV MPOoEYYIoeTE. XeBAOTEITE TOV XWPO TNG.

° Mnv tdilete ™ PwKIA.

° MOTE MHN XTOXEYZETE TH ®QKIA ME WAPONTOY®EKO. Mrnopei va atoBavOei anelhr) kat va yivel

ETUOETIKY.

Na BupaoTe OTL oL PWKILEG elvat Idlaitepa KvnTiKA {wa OTO VEPO Kal OTL 1] 6pAOT KAl 1] AKON TOUG £ivat TToA\U
AVWTEPESG QIO TIG SIKEG LAG.

OaupAaoTE Ao ArdoTACT) KAl ME NEERia auTto to Baupdoto 6aldootlo ONAACTIKO.

Y e neplmTtwon AMPNG ToYPAPLWY TTEPLOPIOTE TOV ApLOUO ANPEWY LEMOVWHEVWY {WWwV, EIBIKA av
XPTOLLLOTTOLEITE PAQG.

2 e Oalaoolo oTmAaio:

MnvV mavikoBAANECTE Kal PNV KAVETE ATTOTOMES KIVINOELG.

Mnv nipoomtadnoste va eloeNBeTe o Babld oto ommAalto.

MNpoomnadnote va petakivnBeite apyd. KOAUUTNOTE KOVTA OTA TOLXWUATA TNG OTMALAG XWPIG va KAEIVETE TNV
£€odo.

In the water:

Do not panic and do not make sudden movements.

Do not try to approach the seal. Respect its space.

Do not feed the seal.

NEVER AIM AT THE SEAL WITH A SPEARGUN. It might feel threatened and become aggressive.
Remember that seals are highly mobile in the water and their vision and hearing are far superior to ours.
Stay calm and admire this magnificent marine mammal from a distance.

In photo shoots, limit the number of photos taken of individual animals, especially when using flash.

In a sea cave:

Do not panic and do not make sudden movements.
Do not try to enter further into the cave.
Try to move slowly away. Swim close to the walls of the cave without blocking its exit.

Do not enter sea caves
to avoid disturbing the species.

© Xdpﬁc NwoAaou/ Haris Nicolaou
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2NV KUTpo ol WKLEG YEVVAVE TA MIKPA TOUG OE
Oaldoaola ommAatla Kupiwg Heta&l XenteufBpiou
kat AekepBpiou. Ol UNTEPEG GUXVA APNVOLV T
ULKPA TOUG 0T oTtnALd 0tav avadntouv Tpoen.
H avBpwrmivn mapoucia amoteAel pa amo Tig
KUPLOTEPEG QUTiEG EYKATAAEWYNG TWV VEOYEVVN-
TWV QWKLWV armod TIG UNTEPEG TOUG, AAAA Kat
EYKATAAEWNG TOU ao@aAoUG KATAPUYIiou TTou
TO OTMAALO ATTOTEAEL ATTO EYKUOVOUOEG UNTEPES
(PUWKILEG.

Na Bupaote: To vepo kat ta Oalacola
oTmAdLd AWTOTEAOUV TO (PUOIKO
TEPBAAAOV TG MECOYELAKNG (PUKLAG
Kat ri@avotata dev O€Ael va evoxAnOei.

Always remember that monk seals in the
water and in marine caves are in their
natural environmentand most likely they
do not want to be disturbed.

In Cyprus, seals give birth to their young in sea
caves, mainly between the months of Septem-
ber and December. Mother seals often leave
their young in the sea caves while they hunt
for food. Human presence is one of the main
causes of new born seals being abandoned by
their mothers, as well as of the abandonment
of a safe sea cave shelter by pregnant mother
seals.

L© denq NikoAaou/ Haris-NicoIaou

© Xapng NwoAdaou/ Haris Nicolaou

Ava(péps-l-é TO OTO TA@E Ytotxeia emkowvwviag / Contact details:

. . Meliva Mapkou / Melina Markou
Report the Slghtlng to the Aettoupydg Ahteiag kaw ©@alaoaiwy Epeuviv
Fisheries and Marine Research Officer
DFMR

TnA./ Tel: 24205907

Y& MePIMTWON EVIONMIOUOU ATOMWY TNG UECOYELAKNG Email: mmarcou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy
PUWKLAG TTOPAKANOULE VA ETILKOWVWVNOETE HE TO TUMUa

AMtgiag Kat O@alaocoiwv Epsuvwv yia avagopd Kal Ka-

TAypaAY NG mapatnenong otn Paon dedouévwy Tou Xapng NikoAaou / Haris Nikolaou

TAGE. Eivat onpavtiko yla pag, pocov gival duvatov, Ynoupyeio lewpyiag, Aypotikng Avamtuéng kat

VA AVOAPEPETE TNV NUEPOUNVIA, WA, TIEPLOXT] KABWG Kal MepBaiiovrog

TA XOPAKTNPLOTIKA TNE PWKLAG (TT.X. MEYEDOG, Kal XPWHA). Ministry of Agrigulture, Rural Development
and Environment

In case you see a monk seal in Cyprus, please report it
to the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research!
We will then record the observation in our database. Email: nicolaouharis@cytanet.com.cy
Any further details you can provide regarding the date

time, area and features of the seal (e.g. size and colour)

would be extremely useful to us.

TnA./ Tel: 22408354






